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What is claimed: 

1 . An image pickup method, comprising: 

picking up images of the periphery of said vehicle using a plurality of cameras; 

acquiring a global position of said vehicle; 

acquiring a global direction of said vehicle; 

acquiring a road information of the periphery of said vehicle; 

selecting the images for said camera to be used based on the position of each camera 
on said vehicle, said global position, said global direction and said road information 
and 

displaying the selected image or plurality of images to the driver of said vehicle. 

2. The image pickup method described in Claim 1 , and further comprising: 
detecting a display starting point to begin displaying said images picked up by said 

plurality of cameras to the driver of said vehicle; 

detecting conditions in which said vehicle enters said road at said display starting point; 
adjusting said displayed image range in accordance with said detected conditions; and 
displaying said adjusted image range. 

3. The image pickup method described in Claim 2, wherein said entry conditions are the 
entry direction, entry angle and position of said vehicle in relation to the extended direction of 
said road. 

4. The image pickup method described in Claim 2, wherein said plurality of cameras 
comprises side cameras disposed on both sides of said vehicle and a front camera disposed at the 
front of said vehicle, and further comprising: 

displaying the image picked up by said front camera first when said vehicle enters the 
road in a forward-moving direction; and 

displaying the image picked up by said side camera when an image of one side of said 
road cannot be picked up by said front camera. 
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5. The image pickup method described in Claim 2, and further comprising: 

creating and displaying a composite image of the plurality of images when said plurality 
of images picked up by said plurality of cameras include an overlapping portion in said image 
range. 

6. The image pickup method described in Claim 2, wherein said plurality of cameras 
comprises side cameras disposed on both sides of said vehicle and a rear camera disposed at the 
rear of said vehicle, and further comprising: 

creating and displaying a composite image of the image picked up by said side cameras 
and the image picked up by said rear camera when said vehicle enters the road in a reverse 
direction. 

7. The image pickup method described in Claim 1, and further comprising: 

selecting one or more cameras in accordance with said entry conditions that are present 
while said vehicle is in the process of entering said road as well as after said vehicle has entered 
said road. 

8. The image pickup method described in Claim 7, and further comprising: 

selecting the images for the selected cameras based on the straight-line distance between 
each camera on said vehicle and the road, the target range that is determined from the 
relationship between said vehicle and the road and the image pickup range for each camera on 
the said vehicle. 

9. The image pickup method described in Claim 8, and further comprising: 

setting a priority for each camera so that the camera at the shortest distance has the 
highest priority. 

10. The image pickup method described in Claim 7, and further comprising: 
determining a positional relationship for the display with consideration made to the 

positional relationship of the selected one or more cameras. 
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11. An image pickup device to obtain the periphery of a vehicle, comprising: 
a plurality of cameras to pick up images of the periphery of said vehicle; 

a starting point detection portion to detect the display starting point to begin displaying 
said images picked up by said plurality of cameras to the driver of said vehicle; 

an entry conditions detecting portion to detect the conditions in which said vehicle enters 
said road at said display starting point that is detected by said starting point detecting means; 

an image range adjusting portion to adjust said displayed image range in accordance with 
said entry conditions detected by said entry condition detecting means; and 

a display to display said image range that is adjusted by said image range adjusting 

means. 

1 2. The image pickup device described in Claim 1 1 , wherein said entry conditions are the 
entry direction, entry angle and position of said vehicle in relation to the extended direction of 
said road. 

13. The image pickup device described in Claim 1 1, wherein said plurality of cameras 
comprises side cameras disposed on both sides of said vehicle and a front camera disposed at the 
front of said vehicle and when said vehicle enters the road in a forward-moving direction, first 
the image picked up by said front camera is displayed and if an image of one side of said road 
cannot be picked up by said front camera, then the image picked up by said side camera is 
displayed. 

14. The image pickup device described in Claim 12, wherein said plurality of cameras 
comprises side cameras disposed on both sides of said vehicle and a front camera disposed at the 
front of said vehicle and when said vehicle enters the road in a forward-moving direction, first 
the image picked up by said front camera is displayed and if an image of one side of said road 
cannot be picked up by said front camera, then the image picked up by said side camera is 
displayed. 
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15. The image pickup device described in Claim 1 1 wherein when said plurality of images 
picked up by said plurality of cameras include an overlapping portion in said image range 
adjusted by said image range adjusting portion, said display creates and displays a composite 
image of said plurality of images. 

16. The image pickup device described in Claim 12 wherein when said plurality of images 
picked up by said plurality of cameras include an overlapping portion in said image range 
adjusted by said image range adjusting portion, and said display creates and displays a composite 
image of said plurality of images. 

17. The image pickup device described in Claim 13 wherein when said plurality of images 
picked up by said plurality of cameras include an overlapping portion in said image range 
adjusted by said image range adjusting portion, and said display creates and displays a composite 
image of said plurality of images. 

18. The image pickup device described in Claim 14 wherein when said plurality of images 
picked up by said plurality of cameras include an overlapping portion in said image range 
adjusted by said image range adjusting portion, and said display creates and displays a composite 
image of said plurality of images. 

1 9. The image pickup device described in Claim 1 5 wherein said plurality of cameras 
comprises side cameras disposed on both sides of said vehicle and a rear camera disposed at the 
rear of said vehicle and when said vehicle enters the road in a reverse direction said display 
creates and displays a composite image of the image picked up by said side cameras and the 
image picked up by said rear camera. 

20. The image pickup device described in Claim 1 1 wherein said periphery image pickup 
devices that obtain said images to display to the driver of said vehicle and the image range of the 
images obtained by the periphery image pickup devices that are displayed to the driver of the 
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vehicle are selected in accordance with said entry conditions that are present while said vehicle is 
in the process of entering said road as well as after said vehicle has entered said road. 

21 . The image pickup device described in Claim 1 1 , and further comprising: 

a vehicle position acquiring portion for acquiring the global position of said vehicle; 
a vehicle direction acquiring portion for acquiring the global direction of said vehicle; 
a road information acquiring portion for acquiring road information for the periphery 
of said vehicle; and 

an image selecting portion for selecting the images for said camera to be used based on 
the position of each camera on said vehicle, said global position, said global direction and said 
road information? 

22. The image pickup device described in Claim 21 wherein said image selecting portion 
selects the images for said cameras based on the straight-line distance between each camera on 
said vehicle and the road, the target range that is determined from the relationship between said 
vehicle and the road and the image pickup range for each camera on the said vehicle. 

23. The image pickup device described in Claim 22 wherein for said image selecting portion, 
the priority is set for each camera so that the camera at the shortest distance has the highest 
priority. 

24. The image pickup device described in Claim 23 wherein each of said target range and 
said image pickup range are only represented as an angle. 

25. The image pickup device described in Claim 21 wherein said display determines the 
positional relationship for the display with consideration made to the positional relationship of 
the original camera when displaying images selected by said image selecting portion. 
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26. The image pickup device described in claim 22 wherein said display determines the 
positional relationship for the display with consideration made to the positional relationship of 
the original camera when displaying images selected by said image selecting portion. 

27. The image pickup device described in claim 23 wherein said display determines the 
positional relationship for the display with consideration made to the positional relationship of 
the original camera when displaying images selected by said image selecting portion. 

28. The image pickup device described in claim 24 wherein said display determines the 
positional relationship for the display with consideration made to the positional relationship of 
the original camera when displaying images selected by said image selecting portion. 



